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A National Survey to Declare January 29th A
National Day of Remembrance & Action on
Islamophobia
INTRODUCTION
Two year later, Canadians are still reeling from the terrorist attack in Quebec that claimed six
lives, caused eight life altering injuries, and left a prayer room thick with white smoke. The
January 29, 2017 attack is the culmination of years of Islamophobic rhetoric, and now Muslims
across the nation are proposing the tragedy be remembered by declaring the date a national
Anti Islamophobia Day of Remembrance. Research identifies two major sources of
Islamophobia, hate-politics and sensationalized media, and hope that the declaration will serve
to reduce the harmful effects of both causes.
The necessity lies in the ever increasing rise of hate crimes in Canada. According to Statistics
Canada’s November 2018 release, overall hate crimes increased by 47% in 2017; yet hate
crimes against Muslims rose by 151%, with regions such as Ontario and Quebec 207% and
185% respectively in Ontario and Quebec alone. These numbers translate to 51% of Muslims
reporting that they’ve personally experienced discrimination.
In a 2018 Canadian Community Engagement Study, two thirds of participating Canadians
expressed a desire for the government to invest in the elimination of systematic racism and
discrimination, acknowledging a negative sentiment towards Muslims in Canada exists. Yet the
government, in a valiant effort to increase the safety of the nation, has inadvertently contributed
to Islamophobia. The Harper administration introduced many controversial bills that repeatedly
used fear and division to fester anti-Muslim sentiments in the country. The National Council of
Canadian Muslims (NCCM) vice-chairman Khalid Elgazzar said, “The Canadian Muslim
community bore the brunt of sinister political rhetoric surrounding the federal election which
painted Muslims as terrorists or terrorist sympathizers as well as being anti-women”
The NCCM scrutinized the current government for its 2018 Public Report on the Terrorism
Threat to Canada, citing several problematic elements: Under a graphic titled “Key Plots or
Attacks Conducted in Canada”, the report only references attacks involving Muslims and does
not mention any of the right-wing extremist attacks in Canada from recent years. Further it
included cases deemed entrapment by the B.C. Superior Court. And despite several cases of
online threats by anti-Muslim white supremacist extremists, the report concludes that right-wing
extremist groups do not tend to promote violence. “By doing so, the government is harmfully
suggesting to the Canadian public that only Muslims and other racialized communities are the
real terrorist threat,” says NCCM Communications Coordinator Leila Nasr.
This bias is seen consistently in the media as well; University of Alabama researches found that
radical extremism purported by alleged Muslims receives 357% more press coverage than that
done by other radicals. Another Georgia State university study found alleged Muslims carried
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out just 12.4% of attacks in the US but received 41.4% of news coverage. Associate Professor
Deepa Kumar writes that “Islamophobia is about politics rather than religion per se”. Experts
Egorova and Tudor cite European researchers in suggesting that expressions used in the media
such as “Islamic terrorism” “Islamic bombs” “violent Islam” have resulted in a negative
perception of Islam.
The proponents for marking January 29th a National Anti Islamophobia Day of Remembrance
want the action to serve as as a yearly reminder combating Islamophobia. Chairperson for the
national think tank, Think for Actions, Dr. Mukarram Zaidi says, “Islam. like other religions
does not teach terrorism. The Quran itself says, Whoever kills an innocent life it is as if he has
killed all of humanity [5:32]. Canadian Muslims are peace loving citizens who love this nation.
Our leaders consistently condemn terrorist attacks. And now it’s time we condemn anti-Muslim
rhetoric.”
Keywords: Islamophobia, Discrimination, Canada, minority, media bias, hate politics
Useful link:
http://theplatformproject.ca/a-case-for-the-establishment-of-a-national-islamophobia-awarenessday/
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METHODOLOGY
A non-discriminative snowball sampling approach was used to obtain survey respondents.
Because snowball sampling is a non-probability sampling technique, the individuals surveyed are
not necessarily representatives of the Canadian population. Despite this, the results revealed
significant insights into the knowledge of Islam and Muslims by Canadians, particularly in
regards to media bias and hate politics. These findings are important and will be used to inform
major future research efforts.
To capture an unbiased sample of opinion, Think for Actions contacted 3000+ organizations
throughout Canada to collaborate on the study. Major communities that were contacted were as
follows: Churches, Synagogues, Mandirs, Gurdwaras, Masjids, Temples, LGBT, First nations,
Inuit, and Métis peoples, immigrant and refugee support groups, civil liberties groups as well as
multicultural and newcomer serving agencies among others. We utilized letter to editor, word of
mouth, and various social media platforms to direct respondents to an easy to access online
questionnaire. It was designed to be short and to be completed in 2 minutes. Responses are
confidential, anonymous, and collected by Think for Actions which independently aggregated
the data. Individual data was not and will not be tracked.
The results are based on the survey administered by Think for Actions. A total 1100 Canadian
across Canada participated in an online survey from December 29, 2018, 2017 to January 24,
2019. 1046 were valid responses and the report and analysis is based on these responses.
.
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SURVEY RESULTS
1) Participants were presented the following by top world experts on terrorism:
- “I was really struck that half the suicide attacks were secular” - Dr. Robert, Pape of
University of Chicago
- “It’s Not Islam That Drives Young Europeans to Jihad”. &”an estimated 60% of ...
violent jihadism in Europe are second-generation Muslims who have lost their connection
with their country of origin and have failed to integrate into Western societies, [resulting
in a dangerous] identity vacuum [in which] violent extremism thrives -Dr. Olivier Roy,
esteemed French political scientist and former research director at the French National
Centre for Scientific Research

32%

When asked if they were aware of these
sentiments, 32% responded that they didn’t
know, 22.6% responded a “No”, and 43.6%
responded “Yes.”

45%

23%

Don’t Know

No

Yes

2) Participants were presented the following:
- It’s clear from the Quran, “Whoever kills an innocent life it is as if he has killed all of
humanity. “(Quran: Surat Al-Maidah 5:32), so Islam does not support terrorism.

When asked if they were aware of these
sentiments, 15.8% responded that they
didn’t know, 24.4% responded a “No”, and
58.0% responded “Yes.”

15.80%

58.00%

Don't Know

24.40%

No

Yes
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3) Participants were presented the following:
- Hate crimes targeting Canadian Muslims increased 151% in 2017

When asked if they were aware of these
sentiments, 15.8% responded that they didn’t
know, 36.8% responded a “No”, and 45.4%
responded “Yes.”

15.80%
45.40%
36.80%

Don't Know

No

Yes

4) Participants were presented the following:
- Alexandre Bissonnette opened fire in Quebec Masjid on January 29, 2017 in Montreal,
that resulted in the death of six men and injured 19 others Canadian Muslim worshipers.
4.80%

When asked if they were aware of these
sentiments, 4.8% responded that they didn’t
know, 6.7% responded a “No”, and 86.6%
responded “Yes.”

6.70%

86.60%

Don't Know

No

Yes

5) Participants were presented the following:
- Terror attacks by alleged Muslims receive 357% more press coverage

When asked if they were aware of these
sentiments, 15.9% responded that they didn’t
know, 32.3% responded a “No”, and 49.9%
responded “Yes.”

15.90%

49.90%

Don't Know

32.30%

No

Yes
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6) Participants were presented the following:
- Do you support, January 29th should be declared, “A National Day of Remembrance &
Action on Islamophobia”?

15.90%

When asked if they were aware of these sentiments,
3.2% responded that they didn’t know, 67.2%
responded a “No”, and 29.3% responded “Yes.”

49.90%

32.30%

Don't Know

No

Yes

7) Participants were asked to select their primary religious affiliation from a list of the following:
Buddhist, Christian (Orthodox) Christian (Other), Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, No Religious
affiliation, Other, Protestant (United Church, Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, Presbyterian, etc.),
Roman Catholic, Sikh.

32.8% of respondents self-identified as Muslim while
67.2% self-identified as another affiliation.

33%
67.20%

Islam

Other Beliefs
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8) Participants were well represented form from all age groups

12.80% 15.90%
19.10%

19%
21.60%

<31

31-40

41-50

51-60

61<

9) Gender
8%

The respondents were 60% male, 29% female, 8%
others.

28.90%

59.50%

Female

18.20%

10) Participants were asked to
select the highest level of
education they had
completed.
Participants represented
different level of education,
24% respondents had
complete university degree.

4.90%

Male

Other

7.70%
11.20%

5.90%
23.50%

19.60%

8.50%
prefer not to say
Highschool or less
Some Community College/Vocational/Trade School/Commercial
Completed Community College/Vocational/Trade School/Commercial
Some University
Completed University
Some Post-Graduate University
Completed Post-Graduate University
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11) Participants were from across Canada
12) What is your total annual household income, before taxes?
Participants represented different level of annual household income.

4% 3%

20%

9%
9%

13%
11%
10%

10%
11%

Prefer not to say

<$40,000

$40,00 to $59,999

$60,000 to $79,999

$80,000 to $99,999

$100,000 to $119,999

$120,000 to $149,999

$150,000 to $199,999

$200,000 to $299,999

>$300,000

FAEBOOK
The Facebook post reached 26,663 people, engaged 3,457 people, the post was shared 134 times,
205 people reacted to the post and the post received 693 comments. Majority of the comments
were negative.
Offal the negative comments, there was one positive comment responding to a hate massage:
“Canada has always valued freedom of religion as one of our core values, which is exactly the
reason so many Islamic Canadians have made their homes here. Not sure what point you think
you’re making when you offer to send them home... they’re already home. You, on the other
hand, seem to hate Canadian culture and values and want to change our nation into something it
isn’t. Don’t get me wrong, I get that you aren’t the only Canada-hating traitor within our borders,
and that there are other, similarly dim-witted individuals who seem to hate being Canadian as
much as you do. Since you’re anti-Canadian, I’ll gladly pay your airfare to a country you feel
more at home in”.
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DISCUSSION

So did the Canadians participating in the survey support making January 29th Anti-Islamophobia
Day across Canada? Overwhelming 67% of Canadians do not support January 29th to be
declared A National Day of Remembrance & Action on Islamophobia.
However, a distinct pattern emerged – those who had more knowledge were much more likely to
support the memorialization of the day.
For example, support increased as knowledge of the Quranic verse, “Whoever takes an innocent
life it is as if he has killed all of humanity” increased, as knowledge of how hate crimes targeting
Canadian Muslims skyrocketed 151% in 2017 increased, and as knowledge of how terror attacks
by alleged Muslims received 357% more press coverage increased.
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And notably, as individuals gained more formal academic education, their support increases of
January 29th to be declared A National Day of Remembrance & Action on Islamophobia

This data brings to light a troubling story of how in order to affect change and tackle
Islamophobia, a campaign to increase knowledge and awareness of the components surrounding
the issues is needed. Ironically, that was the original purpose of the proposed Jan 29th AntiIslamophobia Day.
Canadian Muslim community is engaged at all levels in all walks of life contributing to a strong
Canada, and will continue to do so. They ae also committed and available to help new comers
integrate into the Canadian Society.
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RECOMMENDATIONS









There is a significant need to provide awareness of the actual hate crimes against
Canadian Muslim community to the rest of Canadians.
It is important that all level of government take action to curb Islamophobia or anti
Muslim rhetoric. All level of government and all agencies need to monitor the activities
of far-right Islamophobic hate groups not limited to:
o The Canadian Combat Coalition (C3)
o Worldwide Coalition Against Islam (WCAI),
o Guardians of Alberta (GOA)
o Soldiers of Odin (SOO)
o Wolves of Odin
o National Advancement Party of Canada (NAPC).
o III%er
o La Meute
o Northern Guard
It’s incumbent upon Canadian Muslim community to invite fellow Canadians to their
Mosque and Community centers to provide a true picture of Islam and Muslims,
It’s crucial that that Canadian Muslim community engages in seminars and conferences
where they invite fellow Canadians to inform about the true teaching of Islam and the
issues the community faces that prevent the integration of Muslims into the broader
community
It should be made clear to certain groups that Canadian Muslim community is integrated
and would not assimilate. Canadian Muslim communities are proud of their Canadian
nationality, culture, heritage and religion and do not intend to assimilate.
Canadian Muslims should join other groups to fight against all hate,

Dr. Zaidi said, “This data brings to light a troubling story of how in order to affect change and
tackle Islamophobia, a campaign to increase knowledge and awareness of the components
surrounding the issues is needed. Ironically, that was the original purpose of the proposed Jan
29th Anti-Islamophobia Day.”
Chairperson for the national think tank, Think for Actions, Dr. Mukarram Zaidi says, “Islam. like
other religions does not teach terrorism. The Quran itself says, whoever kills an innocent life it is
as if he has killed all of humanity [5:32]. Canadian Muslims are peace loving citizens who love
this nation. Our leaders consistently condemn terrorist attacks. And now it’s time we condemn
anti-Muslim rhetoric.”
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APPENDIX A

Survey

Should January 29th to be declared
A National Day of Remembrance &
Action on Islamophobia?
Welcome to the National Survey on A National Day of Remembrance & Action on
Islamophobia
Thank you for participating in our survey! We need about 2 minutes of your time.
Why does this survey matter to you?
Your honest opinions will help us understand how communities in Canada interact and feel about
each other. With understanding, we can find solutions to build a stronger Canada.
Your responses are confidential and anonymous. All responses are collected by Think for
Actions, who independently aggregates the data. Individual data will not be tracked.
Consent to participate in the Study
You must be 18yr or older and living in Canada to take this survey. Your responses are 100%
confidential and anonymous.
You consent to participate in the study
I Consent
I Do Not Consent
(If yes then continue the survey, if No Exit the study – with a thankyou note)
Click >> to begin.
SCREENER
SCR1. Do you currently live in Canada?
Yes
No
[IF YES CONTINUE, ELSE THANK AND TERMINATE]
BACKGROUND
ARE YOU AWARE THAT:
A1. Top world experts on Terrorism: Dr. Robert Pape from university of Chicago, France's Top
Terrorism Expert Davide Lerner and Olivier Roy concluded and “I was really struck that half the
suicide attacks were secular” and “It's Not Islam That Drives Young Europeans to Jihad,”
respectively.
Yes
No
Don’t Know
15 | P a g e

A2. It’s clear from the Quran, “Whoever kills an innocent life it is as if he has killed all of
humanity. “(Quran: Surat Al-Maidah 5:32), so Islam does not support terrorism.
Yes
No
Don’t Know
A3. Terror attacks by Muslims receive 357% more press coverage
Yes
No
Don’t Know
A4. Hate crimes targeting Canadian Muslims increased 151% in 2017
Yes
No
Don’t Know
A5. Alexandre Bissonnette opened fire in Quebec Masjid on January 29, 2017 in Montreal, that
resulted in the death of six men and injured 19 others Canadian Muslim worshipers.
Yes
No
Don’t Know
MAIN QUESTION
Do you support, January 29th be declared, “A National Day of Remembrance & Action on
Islamophobia”?
Yes
No
Don’t Know
DEMOGRAPHICS
Thank you so much for your help so far. We just have a few final questions about you to help us
better understand your opinions. All of your answers are 100% confidential and will remain
anonymous.
D1. First three letters of your postal code*
All responses are confidential. It won't let you enter more than three characters.
e.g. L5V or T2A __ __ __
D2. In which Canadian province or territory do you live most of the time? Select one.
Yukon
Northwest Territories
Nunavut
British Columbia
Alberta
Saskatchewan
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Manitoba
Ontario
Quebec
Newfoundland and Labrador
Prince Edward Island
Nova Scotia
New Brunswick
D3. Please indicate your age and gender below. All responses are anonymous and confidential,
and this information is for classification purposes only.
Age: __________
Prefer not to say
D4. Gender:
Male
Female
Other
D5. Which of the following best describes your primary religious affiliation? Select one
response.
Roman Catholic
Protestant (United Church, Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, Presbyterian, etc.)
Christian Orthodox
Christian Other
Muslim
Hindu
Sikh
Buddhist
Jewish
No religious affiliation
Other

D6. What was the highest level of education that you have completed?
High school or less
Some community college/vocational/trade school/commercial
Completed community college/vocational/trade school/commercial
Some university
Completed university
Some post-graduate university
Completed post-graduate university (e.g. Masters or Ph.D.)
Prefer not to say
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D7. What is your total annual household income, before taxes?
Less than $40.000
$40,000 to $59,999
$60,000 to $79,999
$80,000 to $99,999
$100,00 to $119,999
$120,000 to $149,999
$150,000 to $199,999
$200,000 to $299,999
$300,000 or more
Prefer not to say
D8. Can we contact you with the results and any future questions?
I Consent
I don’t Consent
D8a. What is your email address?
________________@_______

Please click >> to close the survey.
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